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Joseph Conrad (originally Konrad Korzeniowski)
was born in Russian Poland in 1857, and passed
his childhood in the shadow of revolution. His
parents died when he was quite young. At the
age of seventeen he went to Marseille to become
an apprentice in the merchant marine. This be-
gan a long period of adventure at sea, Conrad
having his share of hardship, shipwreck, and
other accidents. He became a British subject in
1886. In 1889, at the age of thirty-one, he came
to London for a rest after fifteen years at sea.
On this short London holiday he began writing a
sea novel, which, after surviving subsequent
jungle travel, shipwreck on the Congo, and a
railway cloakroom in Berlin, came into the
hands of Edward Garnett and through him to a
London publisher. The book was Almayer's
Folly, destined to be the first of a long series
of novels and stories, mostly inspired by his
experiences of life at sea, which have placed him
in the front rank of English literature. He died
in 1924.

The cover shows a portrait of Joseph Conrad by
Sir William Rothenstein
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