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BOMBAY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
( Madame Olga Craen at the Piano and M. Jules Craen conducting )

the orchestra. The progress and success of
the orchestra in the past foretells a happy
augury for the future under M. Craen"s
baton. The complimentary remarks of Sir
iranville Bantock on the excellence of the
orchestra, are a best testimony to the con-
ductor’s skill and experience. Train-
ed at the Royal Brussels Conserva-
toire under the great Belgian Vio-
linist, Eugene Ysaye, (a unique ex-
perience itself) with 20 years practical train-
ing in Europe's best orchestras under the
world’s foremost conductors and with a de-
cade’s conducting experience, M. Craen is
exceptionally fitted to be the drawing force
behind the technical excellence of Bombay’s
Orchestra. And he has done far more than
just conduct. He has constituted himself in-
to a one-man Conservatoire, taking indivi-
dual pains with each section of the Orches-
tra, devoting hours of his time to the volun-
tary labour. The strain has undoubtedly
been terrific and the task almost thankless.

No one man can possibly make himself res-
ponsible for the coaching of 60 individuals
playing different instruments. And very ob-
viously, this is no part of conductor’s job.
This brings forciblv home to us the clamant
need for a school of music in Bombay on the
lines of the European Conservatoires. If
some large-hearted philanthropists could
make the idea financially possible, this pro-
posed School would be a full-time institution
with practical courses for all instruments
under qualified professors as well as theore-
tical courses for a complete musical training.
Such a school would enable poor but gifted
pupils to get the benefit of the best instruc-
tion available and thus provide well-trained
talent for Bombay’s musical future. This is
only a tentative suggestion thrown out, If
it bears fruit, we shall be assured of con-
tinued cultural progress and a better sym-
pathy and closer understanding between East
and West., Politics may divide, but art and
culture will unite the most divergent creeds.







